
One of the Republican Party’s
major bugaboos is the “gender
gap.” Women have traditionally
favored Democratic candidates
and progressive ideas. This
positive margin of women voters
has been an important element of
the Democratic base vote.

In recent years erosion in this
critical edge of voting women has been of great
concern to Democrats. In 2000, 54% of women
who voted chose Al Gore. In 2004, Kerry only won
52%. Among white women voters, Gore got 48%.
In 2004, John Kerry’s percentage of white women
voters slipped to 44%. The loss of women’s
support, by itself, could have defeated Kerry.

After September 11, 2001, the loss of support
among women was a key reason Democrats failed
to regain control of the U.S. Senate in 2002. Focus
groups and in-depth polling revealed that fears
about national security and repeated terrorist
threats had driven many women voters,
particularly mothers with children, toward
conservative candidates.

Bush won a majority of votes among white
women, married women, and older women. Over
all, women still supported Democratic candidates
but by smaller margins.          continued on page 4
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The disappointing outcome of the 2004 Senate races has
allowed the Republicans to strengthen their control of the
chamber. With 55 Senate seats in the new Congress, the
Republicans are approaching a filibuster-proof majority.
Implications for Supreme Court nominations, the environment,
Social Security reform and other crucial issues are enormous,
elevating the stakes of the 2006 elections.

Republican gains were almost entirely attributable to the
Democrats’ inability to compete in the south. The retirement of
John Edwards (North Carolina), John Breaux (Louisiana), Bob
Graham (Florida), Fritz Hollings (South Carolina), and Zell Miller
(Georgia) and the coattails of President Bush produced the
shattering defeat sustained by Democrats.

In the rest of the country, the results were better. Although the
narrow defeat of Senator Tom Daschle was a real blow, Democrats
gained Senate seats in Illinois and Colorado, where emerging
stars Barak Obama and Ken Salazar were elected to succeed
retiring Republican incumbents.

Democrats will face another formidable struggle in 2006. As
the data below reveals, there are several Democratic seats in
jeopardy, with only a scant few chances to gain seats.
Nevertheless, NCEC is at work devising strategic plans to protect
endangered Democratic incumbents and strengthen Democratic
challengers in the next cycle.

Election Update 1

Maria Cantwell (Dem) Washington

If 2006 proves anything like recent Washington
elections, Maria Cantwell will face a close
race. In 2000, after an automatic recount,
Cantwell won by 2,229 votes. More recently, in
the 2004 race for governor, Democrat Christine
Gregoire narrowly defeated Republican Dino

Rossi after a hand recount by a mere 128 votes. Dino Rossi
and Republican State Party Chair Chris Vance are both
rumored to be contenders for the seat.

Lincoln Chafee (Rep) Rhode Island

In a state where John Kerry beat George
Bush 60% to 39%, it is possible for a strong
Democrat to defeat Lincoln Chafee in 2006.
GOP conservatives may support Cranston
Mayor, Stephen Laffey against Chafee in the
primary, virtually assuring a Democratic

victory in the general.

continued on page 2

Senate Races to Watch
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Kent Conrad (Dem) North Dakota

With former governor Ed Schafer refusing
to oppose Byron Dorgan in a presidential
year, it is unlikely that he will run against
Conrad in an off-year election when
turnout is considerably lower. Current
Republican governor John Hoeven is a

potential strong candidate. But so far it looks like the
seat will remain Democratic.

Jon Corzine (Dem) New Jersey

If Jon Corzine is elected Governor in 2005,
he will appoint a successor to carry out the
remainder of his term, a successor who
would be favored for re-election in a state
Kerry/Edwards carried by 53%. Democratic
Congressmen Bob Menendez or Frank

Pallone could be possible Corzine replacements.

Mark Dayton (Dem) Minnesota

Minnesota has become a toss-up state in
recent years. The Senate race in 2006 is
expected to be very close. Although Mark
Dayton beat the Republican incumbent 49-
43% in 2000, he is considered one of the
most vulnerable Democrats up for re-

election. With an impressive pool of potential
challengers, this toss-up seat will be a race to watch
in 2006.

Bill Frist (Rep) Tennessee

With the rumors of Bill Frist’s retirement,
Democrats are particularly interested in this
race. Early potential Democratic candidates
include Rep. Harold Ford, Jr., Nashville
Mayor Bill Purcell, and Governor Phil
Bresden. Possible Republicans include

State Rep. Beth Harwell and Chattanooga Mayor Bob
Corker, both of whom have hinted about their
intentions of running.

Kay Bailey Hutchison (Rep) Texas

Should Kay Bailey Hutchison decide to
abandon her Senate seat and make a run for
Governor, this race could turn a Republican
stronghold into a Democratic opportunity.
Potential Democratic candidates include
Rep. Jim Turner, former Reps. Chris Bell and

Ken Bentsen, Dallas Mayor Laura Miller, and former
Dallas Mayor Ron Kirk. Potential Republican challengers
include Reps. Henry Bonilla, Pete Sessions, and Joe
Barton, Lt. Governor David Dewhurst, Attorney General
Greg Abbott, and State Senator Florence Shapiro.

Ben Nelson (Dem) Nebraska

With his strongest competitor recently
appointed as Secretary of Agriculture, Ben
Nelson’s chances for re-election have
increased significantly. State Attorney
General Jon Bruning is a potential
Republican candidate. Because Republicans

will be aggressively targeting this Republican-leaning
seat, Nelson will have to put up a good fight.

Bill Nelson (Dem) Florida

Florida has become a toss-up state in recent
years, and should remain so in 2006.
Congresswoman Katherine Harris is a
possible opponent. With a good campaign,
Bill Nelson has the potential to retain the
seat. Republican candidate Mel Martinez

defeated Democrat Betty Castor by only 1.1% in 2004.

Rick Santorum (Rep) Pennsylvania

If Democrats can run a viable candidate,
Rick Santorum will have to put up a real
fight for a seat he won by only 52% in 2000
and Kerry/Edwards carried by 51%-49%.

Debbie Stabenow (Dem) Michigan

Although Debbie Stabenow has maintained
loyal support during her first term,
Republicans will go after her in 2006.
Unless Republicans can find a powerful
challenger, Stabenow should hold on to this
Democratic-leaning seat.

Senate Races to Watch
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Likely Democratic (11) 

California (Dianne Feinstein)
Connecticut (Joe Lieberman)
Delaware (Tom Carper)
Hawaii (Daniel Akaka)
Maryland (Paul Sarbanes)
Massachusetts (Ted Kennedy)
New Mexico (Jeff Bingaman)
New York (Hillary Clinton)
West Virginia (Robert Byrd)
Wisconsin (Herb Kohl)
Vermont (Jim Jeffords / Ind)

Races to Watch (11)

Florida (Bill Nelson)
Michigan (Debbie Stabenow)
Minnesota (Mark Dayton)
Nebraska (Ben Nelson)
New Jersey (Jon Corzine)
North Dakota (Kent Conrad)
Washington (Maria Cantwell)

Pennsylvania (Rick Santorum)
Rhode Island (Lincoln Chafee)
Tennessee (Bill Frist)
Texas (Kay Bailey Hutchison)

Likely Republican (11)

Arizona (Jon Kyl)
Indiana (Richard Lugar)
Maine (Olympia Snowe)
Mississippi (Trent Lott)
Missouri (Jim Talent)
Montana (Conrad Burns)
Nevada (John Ensign)
Ohio (Mike DeWine)
Utah (Orrin Hatch)
Virginia (George Allen)
Wyoming (Craig Thomas)

DEMOCRATS 
MUST DEFEND 18 OF 33 
US SENATE SEATS IN 2006



Bush also won the majority of white
voters, military families, and regular attendees
of religious services. And, he gained
substantially among African American,
Hispanic, and Roman Catholic voters.

The Catholic vote, once considered part of
the Democratic base, has swung between
parties since President Eisenhower in 1956.
Nixon (1972) won a majority of Catholic
votes, as did Reagan (1984) and George H.W.
Bush (1988). Both President Clinton and Gore
won the Catholic vote. In 2000, 47% of
Catholics voted for Bush and 49% for Gore,
in 2004 Bush’s percentage shot up to 52%
leaving Kerry with 47%.

Bush improved his share of the Hispanic vote
from 31% in 2000 to 43% in 2004. Hispanics are
the fastest-growing minority group in the country,
comprising 12% of the total population.

In 2004, NCEC introduced a new mapping
project and individual voter targeting to our
arsenal. We made this Internet-based strategic
mapping site available to the candidates in the
closet house races in the country. NCEC
already produces voter targeting on the
statewide, county, and precinct
levels. In 2004, we began to
develop the expertise to identify
individual voters. The Internet
site and individual voter
identification will aide candidates
in developing a strategic voter
contact plan, not previously
available through traditional
means. We’ve already had great
success with this project in
congressional races in New York,
Kentucky special elections, South
Dakota special elections, and the
Louisiana governor’s race. We
will use this more in the future to
win competitive races.

Another success story from the 2004
election was the huge increase in voter
registration and voter turnout. For the first
time in history more than 100 million people
voted. Thanks to so many volunteers and a
massive grassroots effort, voter turnout is
estimated to be at its highest rate since 1992:
61% in 2004, up from 51% in 2000.

Democrats suffered major losses and won
some small victories. While we emerge from
this having lost the Presidency and the
Congress, the parties continue to remain at
relative parity. Despite Bush winning the
popular vote by close to 3 million votes, in
the last three presidential races combined,
Democrats still received more votes than
Republicans. In the next four years we will
face challenges on environmental protection,
social security, affordable and quality health
care, education, energy dependence, and
new Supreme Court justices. At NCEC we
are well underway on the next critical stages
of our long-range programs and strategic
planning for 2006 and 2008.

NCEC WATCH LIST:
2006 US HOUSE RACES

Democrats 2004 Pct

Julia Carson (IN-7) 54%
Dennis Moore (KS-3) 55%
Darlene Hooley (OR-5) 53%
Stephanie Herseth (SD) 53%
Lincoln Davis (TN-4) 55%
Chet Edwards (TX-17) 51%

Republicans 2004 Pct

David Dreier (CA-26) 54%
Marilyn Musgrave (CO-4) 52%
Bob Beauprez (CO-7) 55%
Rob Simmons (CT-2) 54%
Chris Shays (CT-4) 52%
Chris Chocola (IN-2) 52%
John Hostettler (IN-8) 53%
Mark Kennedy (MN-6) 54%
Jon Porter (NV-3) 54%
Heather Wilson (NM-1) 55%
Charles Taylor (NC-11) 55%
Jim Gerlach (PA-6) 51%

NCEC is watching 18 US House races expected to be competitive in 2006. The list will
continue to grow as other incumbents announce their retirements and challengers are
identified. Battleground House races will be the focus of the next Election Update.
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NCEC has provided invaluable technical assistance to my reelection
effort.  Their expertise has made a major difference not only in my
race, but in countless races across the country.  Without a doubt, the
NCEC has led the fight for progressive candidates and won many of 
the most important battles.

Senator Edward Kennedy, Democrat, Massachusetts


